
























the last five (5) years. 

Third Degree Felonies and State Jail Felonies 

• At least two (2) years prior experience in criminal litigation and at least
one (1) brief filed in a criminal or juvenile case within the last five (5)
years, or;

• Otherwise deemed qualified by a majority vote of the Criminal Courts
Committee.

Misdemeanors 

■ Two (2) years prior experience in criminal litigation and at least one (1)
brief filed in a criminal or juvenile case; or

■ Otherwise deemed qualified by a majority vote of Judges handling criminal
cases.

4.4 Requirements for Consideration of Appointment by Criminal Courts Committee 

Only attorneys who make application will be considered for appointment on felony and 
misdemeanor cases. By submitting an application the attorney represents that he is, and at all 
times will remain, in compliance with all provisions of Rule 4.5. 

Notices are to be prominently posted outside all criminal courtrooms in the Brazoria County 
Courthouse informing interested attorneys to pick up an application form {FORM 3} for copying 
from the Indigent Defense Coordinator's office or the Law Library or they can obtain a copy 
from the Brazoria County website (brazoriacountytx.gov). 

Only those attorneys who have completed the application form {FORM 2} and returned the 
completed application form to the Indigent Defense Coordinator's office, shall be considered 
for appointment to represent indigent defendants. 

Before an attorney will be considered for appointment, the attorney must have attended an 
orientation meeting to be conducted by the Criminal Courts Committee. 

Any attorney who, during a calendar year, desires to participate as an appointed attorney for 
indigent defendants and who did not complete an application may secure an application from 
the Indigent Defense Coordinator's office and complete and return that application to the 
Indigent Defense Coordinator's office. Once that application is received, it shall be brought 
before the Criminal Courts Committee at their next regularly scheduled Appointments Meeting 
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for consideration, which, if necessary can be held monthly. If the application is approved by a 
majority vote of Judges, then that attorney's name will be added to the approved appointed list to 
handle those cases for which the attorney has qualified and been approved to handle by the 
Criminal Courts Committee. An attorney approved to handle a particular level is deemed to be 
approved for all lower levels. 

Any attorney who is currently on the approved list for appointment of counsel for indigent 
defendants and who feels that by experience and education he/she has become qualified to 
receive appointment for higher grade offenses which he/she was previously not approved to 
handle, may make application to the Criminal Courts Committee for a reevaluation of their 
qualifications and standing on the list. The application for reevaluation shall be considered at 
the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Criminal Courts Committee. 

Nothing herein shall limit the discretion of a judge to appoint counsel in any case, except as 
provided by law. 

4.5 Responsibilities of Court Appointed Attorneys 
Court appointed attorneys on the Master List must: 

(a) Make every reasonable effort to contact the indigent defendant not later than the
end of the first working day after notification of appointment is received and to interview
the defendant as soon as practicable, and except for good cause shown to the Judge
presiding over the case, the interview must be within fifteen (15) days of the date of the
appointment. The failure of an attorney to comply with this requirement shall be grounds
for the judge to deny, or significantly reduce, any compensation claimed by the attorney
for services rendered.

(b) Maintain a phone which is either the attorney's personal cellular telephone with
voicemail or answered by a receptionist or answering service from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00
noon and from 1 :00 p.m. until 5 :00 p.m., Monday through Friday ( except for Brazoria
County official holidays as designated by the Brazoria County Commissioner's Court)
and which receptionist or answering service can promptly locate the attorney and notify
said attorney of the appointment or hearing setting.

(c) Maintain a FAX number or e-mail address to which faxes or e-mail may be
received twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven days a week. Any change in their
notification numbers or e-mail address must be given in writing to the Indigent Defense
Coordinator's office for Brazoria County within twenty-four (24) hours of any change.

( d) Represent a defendant until the defendant is either acquitted, the case dismissed,
enters into a plea bargain agreement and final judgment is entered, or; if convicted by a
Court or Judge, until appeals are exhausted or waived, or; the Court, after entering a
finding of good cause on the record, relieves the attorney or replaces the attorney with
other counsel.

(e) (1) Maintain primary residence in Brazoria County, Texas; (2) maintain principal
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